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2018/2019 NATIONAL BOARD 
 

(Elected Directors) 
DIRECTOR - NATIONAL PRESIDENT Neal Molineaux NSW 

DIRECTOR - SECRETARY Leon Budden SA 

DIRECTOR - TREASURER David Sloss QLD 

DIRECTOR – PROJECTS & COMMITTEES Michael Godfrey WA 

DIRECTOR – COMMUNICATIONS Bethany Patterson SA 

DIRECTOR – RC CO-ORDINATOR  Adam Stewart QLD 

 
 

2018/2019 NATIONAL MANAGERS 
 

(Appointed Managers) 
LEGAL & COMPLIANCE Liam Scott QLD 

AWARDS & GRANTS Brendan Hardy QLD 

BURSAY OFFICER Craig Martin QLD 

IMMEDIATE PAST NATIONAL PRESIDENT Moses Abraham QLD 

 

FOUNDERS 
 

We pay tribute to the Founders of Apex and whilst they have 
passed from us, their ideals will never be forgotten: 

 
 

Sir John Buchan    ●    Ewan Laird    ●   Langham Proud 
 



2018 National Convention Agenda 
 

Page 4 of 59 
 

 

2018 NATIONAL AGM PROGRAM 
 

DAY TIME ACTIVITY 

Friday 
5th October 

7:30am – 8:30am Breakfast 

9:00am – 12:00pm National Board Meeting – (continued) 

9:00am – 12:00pm Regional Communicator Training 

12.00pm – 1:00pm Lunch 

1:00pm – 2:30pm Members Training – Sessions 1 & 2 

2:30pm – 2:45pm Break 

3:00pm – 4:30pm Members Training – Sessions 3 & 4 

4:30pm – 5:30pm Delegates Briefing (for Convention Business Session) 

5:30pm – 10:00pm CONVENTION WELCOME DINNER & FELLOWSHIP 
(including National Pubic Speaking Competition) 

 
Saturday 

6th October 

7:30am – 8:30am Breakfast 

9:00am – 10:00am Official Convention Opening 

10:00am – 10:30am Smoko 

10:30am – 1:00pm Convention Business Session & National Awards 
(Non-Delegates & Kids Tours) 

1:00pm – 1:30pm Lunch 

2:00pm – 5:00pm ‘Taste the Riverina’ (social function for all) 

5:00pm – 6:00pm (free time) 

6:00pm – 11:00pm GALA DINNER & NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S CHANGEOVER 

11:00pm – onwards Fellowship 
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2018 CONVENTION AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 

BUSINESS SESSION COMMENCES 
Saturday 6th October 9:00am 

(Order of Agenda items is subject to change during the Convention) 
 

Business Session 
1.0 Welcome 
 1.1 Convention open and attendees welcomed  
 1.2 One Minute Silence (to remember those Apexians that have left us)  
 1.3 Ideals of the Association of Apex Clubs of Australia 
 1.4 Charge to the Delegates 
   
2.0 Roll Call 
 2.1 Attendees 
 2.2 Proxies 
 2.3 Introduction of Guests 
 2.4 Apologies 
   
3.0 Appointments 
 3.1 Sergeant at Arms 
 3.2 Scrutineers 
 3.3 Appointment of Time Keeper 
   
4.0 Announcements 
 4.1 Fixation of Time Limits 
 4.2 Motion to confirm proxies 
   
5.0 Previous Minutes 
 5.1 Confirmation of the Minutes from the 2017 National Convention hosted by the 

Fraser Coast Apex Club, QLD. 
 5.2 Matters Arising from the previous minutes 
   

 
Business Session 

6.0 Reports 
 6.1 Presentation of 2017/2018 Apex National Accounts - Michael Godfrey 
 6.2 Immediate Past National President Report 2017/2018 – Moses Abraham 
 6.3 2017/2018 National President Report – Neal Molineaux 
 6.4 2017/2018 Budget – David Sloss 
   
7.0 Agenda Items/Motions  
 7.1 Motion 1 – Endorse 2018/2019 National Executive & Board 
 7.2 Motion 2 – 2017/2018 Apex Australia Accounts 
 7.3 Motion 3 – 2018/2019 Apex Australia National Budget 
 7.4 Motion 4 – 2018/2019 Apex Australia Association Project 
 7.5 Motion 5 – Apex Australia Guidelines on Donations to Individuals 
 7.6 Motion 6 – Apex Mentors 
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8.0 Presentations 
 8.1 Prostate Foundation – John Strachan (State Manger VIC/TAS) 
 8.2 Apex Foundation – Brian Powe 
 8.3 Apex Magic Castle – Jamie Vincent 
 8.4 AON Insurance – Maninder Sandhu 
 8.5 Bursary Update – Craig Martin 
 8.6 2019 National Convention – Kadina Apex Club, SA 
 Note; All presentations are necessarily limited to a maximum of 10 minutes 

(Presentations will be interspersed throughout the business session) 
   
9.0 National Awards 
 9.1 Travel Map Award 
 9.2 Senior Serving Apexian Awards (Saturday Night Dinner) 
 9.3 Mary Kathleen Membership Award 
 9.4 Fiji Kava Bowl Award 
 9.5 John Stokes Boomerang Award 
 9.6 Eric Hooper Service Award 
 9.7 Newman O’Dea Association Dinner Notice Award 
 9.8 Lorraine Jansen Electronic Newsletter Award 
 9.9 Mail Box Award  
 9.10 Apex Week Publicity Award 
 9.11 Donald Mackay Citizenship Award 
 9.12 Langham Proud Regional Communicator of the Year Award 
 9.13 Apex Australia Best Club Award (Saturday Night Dinner) 
 9.14 Harry Hodges Best First Year Apexian Award (Saturday Night Dinner) 
 9.15 Sir John Buchan Young Apexian of the Year Award (Saturday Night Dinner) 
 9.16 Ewan Laird Apexian of the Year Award (Saturday Night Dinner) 
   
10.0 Fines Session 
 10.1 Fines Session 
 10.2 Motion for Donation of Fines Money 
 10.3 Golden Stirrer Delegate Award 
 10.4 Whopper Gavel Award 
   
11.0 Meeting Closure 
 11.1 Closure and Charge to Delegates 
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DELEGATE’S RESPONSIBILITY 

1. Important Rules and Responsibilities 
You represent your Club’s Members at this National AGM. The responsibilities of 
being the 
Representative of your Clubs are as follows: 
 

(i)  You must not consume intoxicating liquor during the Business Session. 
 
(ii) Any proposed amendment to the Budget or any proposed alternative 

must be in writing and given to the National Secretary (or Fine 
Sergeants for delivery to the National Secretary) before being verbally 
moved on the floor. 

 
(iii)  If any Club is unfinancial (i.e. owes money to the Association) 
       then they may not be entitled to vote. This matter will be 

dealt with at the National Board Meeting and unfinancial Clubs will be 
named at the beginning of the Convention Business Session. 

2. Delegate’s Discretion 
 
The question sometimes arises as to how Delegates should regard the view of their 
Members on various items on the Agenda. It is recommended that members discuss 
the AGM/Convention Agenda Items and indicate their views to their Club 
Representative (Delegate). Delegates should be free to vote according to their 
conscience after completion of the debate at AGM/Convention. 
 
Delegates should have regard for the opinion expressed by the members, but in 
addition, should consider further information made available at AGM/Convention 
and further argument advanced during the debate. They should determine the 
matter on all information available to them at the time the vote is cast. At all times, 
Delegates should be prepared to change their vote if the information presented is 
good enough. Delegates will be expected to report the result of all Agenda Items at 
the conclusion of the AGM/Convention, advising if they did not follow the instruction 
of the majority of members in their club, and why. 

3. Seeking Views 
(i) Ensure that all members in your club have received the Agenda, as it 

was mailed to all Clubs prior to the AGM/Convention. 
 

(ii)  Seek input from Club Members on how they feel about the Agenda 
Items, elections, and the proposed National Budget. 

 
(iii)  Discuss all Agenda Items at your club meeting and seek your club’s 

view. 
 

(iv)  Remind the members that at the AGM/Convention you may possibly 
vote differently to their direction, as a result of the discussion on the 
AGM/Convention floor. If delegates had to follow the Clubs direction 
we could do without the AGM/Convention and have a simple mail 
vote. 
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4. Preparation 
 

(i)  Take time to read the enclosed Minutes of the previous National 
Convention. This will help you to understand the sequence of business 
and the manner in which the Agenda Items are presented. 

 
(ii)  It will assist if you fully acquaint yourself with the Associations existing 

Constitution and Apex Manual under which this Meeting will be 
conducted. 

 
(ii) Familiarise yourself with the Rules of Debate and Meeting Procedure 

followed by the Association. Discuss any Rules you may not understand 
with more experienced Apexians. 

 
(iv)  Assess your own ability as a public speaker. It may assist if you visit a 

debate and objectively compare your own delivery etc. 
 

(v)  Obtain knowledge of the procedure and the atmosphere present at a 
National AGM by talking with previous Delegates and others who have 
attended the AGM. 

 
(vi)  Study the items being presented from all angles - Member, Club, 

Association, both for and against. This will give you a better 
appreciation of the Agenda Items and possibly an idea of the 
arguments that may be presented. Ensure you gain as much 
background material as possible. 

 
(vii)  The Agenda should be read in detail. The preparation of written notes 

will assist your preparation for the debate. 
 

(viii)      Don’t be afraid to contact the mover of an Agenda Item and ask why 
they want it passed. 

5. Whilst at the National Convention/AGM 
 

(i) Delegates will be given ample time to ask questions during the 
Delegates Briefing. The Business Session is a period for debate and not 
for questions and clarification that should have occurred at the 
Delegates Briefing. 
 

(ii)  At the Delegates Briefing, and on other occasions, take the time to 
compare notes with other Delegates. 

 
(ii) If you have a subject to introduce, ensure that you have assembled all 

the necessary information beforehand so that nothing is missed. 
 

(iv)  Remember, the time for speaking is limited and you cannot have 
several attempts to get the message across. After introducing your 
Agenda Item, you only have one other opportunity to speak - the right 
of reply - and this is normally limited to two minutes, and this closes the 
debate. 
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6. Your role as Delegate 
 

(i)  As a Delegate, you will normally move any Agenda Items submitted by 
members in your club, and speak in support of them. Make certain that 
you are fully prepared when the item is called, because it may well be 
called at a different time than that first printed in the Agenda. 

 
(ii)  When voting is required on Agenda Items on which you have been 

given a club opinion, you should have regard to that opinion. 
However, where new material, Amendments or Late Agenda Items are 
introduced, you should always vote in what you consider is in the best 
interest of Apex as a single Association. 

 
(iii)  It is important to be aware that you will be required to report back to 

your club on the discussion and decisions made at the 
AGM/Convention. There is a page at the end of each Motion to 
summarise your clubs direction, your vote, and the result of the Motion, 
amendments and any pertinent arguments and comments that were 
raised during the debate. 

 
(iv)  Be short, sharp and concise when speaking. Get to the point! Don’t 

preach or grandstand! 

7. Candidates for National Office 
 
It is your responsibility to seek out and talk to all candidates for National Office. There 
will be no election for National President, there being only one nomination for this 
position. 

8. Finally 
 
The cooperation of everyone in attending to matters in the Agenda will ensure that 
the Business of this National AGM/Convention is dealt with in an efficient manner. 
 
This is important as the National AGM/Convention provides the direction for our 
Association, at a critical time in our Associations history. You are an integral part in 
this process. While the National AGM/Convention is the critical decision making 
process for our Association, which demands our serious and considered opinions, it is 
also an annual celebration for Apex. While all of the rules, the dos and don’ts might 
sound officious, they are designed to expedite the business of the AGM/Convention. 
By observing them, we will all enjoy the celebration of Apex fellowship, and continue 
to grow, learn, make friends and have fun! 
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NATIONAL CONVENTION PROCEDURES 

1. Attendance 
 
Delegates must attend all sessions of the National Convention, unless expressly 
excused by the National President. 

2. Absence 
 
Clubs not personally represented at the National Convention will only be entitled to 
a proxy vote if a correctly completed and signed proxy form is provided at the 
delegates briefing. 

3. Agenda Items 
 
All Agenda Items appearing on the Agenda, or added to the Agenda, whether or 
not they emanate from Reports, must be moved formally. 
 
The proposer will be called upon to move the Agenda Item and a seconder will be 
called for. The proposer will then be called upon to speak to the Agenda Item, and 
then the Agenda Item will be open to the floor for debate. Debate on all Agenda 
Items will be on a “for” and “against” basis unless the Chairman sees fit to vary this 
procedure. 
 
The proposer of each Agenda Item will be afforded the right of reply. No further 
debate will thereafter be allowed, and the matter will immediately be put to the 
vote. 
 
There is no right of reply on an amendment; however the mover of an original 
Agenda Item, which has subsequently been amended, does maintain the right of 
reply to the amended Agenda Item in accordance with Apex Meeting Procedure. 

4. Amendments 
 
Any Delegate, other than the mover or seconder of an Agenda Item under 
discussion, shall be entitled to move an amendment. 
 
A seconder shall be required for all amendments. Amendments will be dealt with 
one at a time, subject to the foreshadowing of further amendments. 

5. Reports 
Committee and other Reports will be introduced by the Business Session Chairman in 
the first instance. 
 
The responsible Committee Chairman may update the Report if new information is 
to hand, following which questions from the floor will be invited. A Report maybe 
formally moved for adoption, seconded and voted upon for acceptance, rejection 
or referred back to the Committee for further report. 
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6. Voting 
 
Voting on all matters before the meeting is restricted to Delegates only. All voting will 
be by a show of voting sticks, or by written ballot [Poll Vote]. Voting sticks are to be 
held in such a manner as to allow the gallery to observe the voting. 
 
The result of all votes will be announced by the Chairman, and will be recorded in 
the Minutes, if required. 
 
The Chairman does not have a casting vote in the event of a tie. 
 
All Constitutional Amendments, including amendments of existing clauses and 
addition of new clauses, will require a 3/4 majority of those entitled to vote and who 
vote. No Constitutional changes may be introduced as late agenda items. 
 
All other matters will be decided by a simple majority, including voting for the 
admission of late Agenda Items to the Meeting. 
 
All elections shall be determined by written ballot. All elections are preferential and 
require every Nominee to be voted upon in sequence (1, 2 etc). 

7. Late Agenda Items 
 
No late business items shall be admitted to the Agenda, unless notified in writing to 
the National Board before the close of the delegates briefing. Any late agenda 
items that are not in the best interests of the Association will be ruled as such by the 
Chairman of the meeting (usually the National President in consultation with his 
advisors). A late agenda item which is in the best interests of the Association but has 
good reason to be introduced to the members late, will be put to the floor for 
acceptance. The members will then decide by simple majority if the motion should 
be debated. 
 
No document can be distributed to Delegates unless prior permission is received 
from the National President. 

8. Quorum 
 
A quorum is one half of the total number of Delegates entitled to attend the AGM. 

9. Drinking and Smoking 
 
Consumption of alcohol and smoking is forbidden in the Business Session at all times.  
 

10. Dress Standards 
Delegates are to be appropriately dressed for the occasion. Thongs, board shorts, 
singlets or other inappropriate dress will result in the delegate being refused entry to 
(or ejected from) the venue. 
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11. Trophies 
All trophies are required to be sent to National Office for permanent storage. 
Individual trophies & certificates will be given to all trophy winners at the AGM. 
 
It is the responsibility of the Regional Communicators to ensure that any National 
Trophy held by a Club in their Region are sent to National Office 
 
Awards are; 
 
National Award  

Eric Hooper Service Award  

Donald Mackay Citizenship Award  

Mary Kathleen Membership Trophy   

Sir John Buchan Young Apexian of the Year  

Ewan Laird Apexian of the Year  

Langham Proud Regional Communicator of the Year  

Apex Australia Best Club Trophy  

Newman O’Dea Dinner Notice Award  

Lorraine Jansen Newsletter Trophy  

Fiji Kava Bowl  

John Stokes Boomerang  

Apex Week Publicity Award  

Harry Hodges Best 1st Year Apexian  

 
12. General 

All speakers must wait to be recognised or called upon by the Chairman (except 
that a point of order may be raised at any time). Speakers must stand, introduce 
themselves and identify the club that they are representing before speaking. 
 
Apexians and guests in the gallery are invited to speak on any matter before the 
Chair. To be recognised by the Chair, they should move towards one of the 
microphones in the gallery, and await the call from the Chairman. However at all 
times, priority in speaking will be given to Delegates. 
 
Speakers are requested to be brief and to the point. Time allocated to speakers will 
be strictly controlled by the Sergeants at Arms, on instruction from the Chairman, 
who will retain discretion at all times. 
Speakers invited to address the AGM are to be afforded the respect of all in 
attendance. 
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MOTION 1. NATIONAL DIRECTORS – NATIONAL BOARD 
 
Motion 1A: 
 
“THAT the election of the following directors of The Association of Apex Clubs 
of Apex Australia Ltd (acting as the 2018/2019 Apex Australia National Board) 
be endorsed”;  
 
DIRECTOR – SECRETARY 
(and Deputy Chairperson) Leon Budden SA 

DIRECTOR - TREASURER David Sloss QLD 

DIRECTOR - PROJECTS & COMMITTEES Michael Godfrey WA 

DIRECTOR - COMMUNICATIONS Bethany Patterson SA 

DIRECTOR - RC CO-ORDINATOR  Adam Stewart QLD 
 
 

LEGAL AND COMPLIANCE COMMENT: 
Simple Majority Required 
 

DIRECTION OF REGION: 
 
FOR      AGAINST     
 
 
 
 
 

COMMENTS FROM REGION: 
 
 

NOTES OF DISCUSSIONS: 
 
 
 
 
I VOTED: For / Against 
 
 
RESULT: Carried / Lost 
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Motion 1B: 
 
“THAT Neal Molineaux be confirmed as a Director of The Association of Apex 
Clubs of Apex Australia Ltd and endorsed as 2018/2019 Apex Australia 
National President”;  
 
 
DIRECTOR - NATIONAL PRESIDENT Neal Molineaux NSW 
 
 

LEGAL AND COMPLIANCE COMMENT: 
Presidential Nomination received in time and in order. No other nominations 
received.   
Members to endorse by simple majority vote. 
 
 

DIRECTION OF REGION: 
 
FOR      AGAINST     
 
 
 
 
 

 

COMMENTS FROM REGION: 
 
 
 

NOTES OF DISCUSSIONS: 
 
 
 
 
 
I VOTED: For / Against 
 
 
 
RESULT: Carried / Lost 
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MOTION 2 – 2017/2018 APEX AUSTRALIA ACCOUNTS – NATIONAL BOARD 

An Electronic copy of the 2017/2018 Apex Australia Accounts can be located within 
Club Resources with the Apex Australia website www.apex.org.au 

If your club needs access, or are having difficulties logging in please contact your 
Regional Communicator. 
 

Motion: 
 
“THAT the 2017/ 2018 Apex Australia accounts be accepted as tabled at the 
AGM (and as displayed on the Apex Australia website www.apex.org.au)” 
 

LEGAL AND COMPLIANCE COMMENT: 
Simple Majority Required 
 

 

DIRECTION OF REGION: 
 
FOR      AGAINST      
 
 
 
 

COMMENTS FROM REGION: 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTES OF DISCUSSIONS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I VOTED: For / Against 
 
 
RESULT: Carried / Lost 

http://www.apex.org.au/
http://www.apex.org.au/
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MOTION 3 – PROPOSED BUDGET - NATIONAL BOARD 

An Electronic copy of the 2018/2019 National Budget can be located within Club 
Resources with the Apex Australia website: www.apex.org.au 

If your club needs access, or are having difficulties logging in please contact your 
Regional Communicator. 
 
 
Motion; 
 
“THAT the proposed budget for the Apex Association for 2018/2019 be accepted as 
tabled at the AGM”. 
 
 

LEGAL AND COMPLIANCE COMMENT: 
Simple Majority Required 
 

 

DIRECTION OF REGION: 
 
FOR      AGAINST     
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMENTS FROM REGION: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTES OF DISCUSSIONS: 
 
 
 
 
I VOTED: For / Against 
 
 
 
 
RESULT: Carried / Lost 

http://www.apex.org.au/
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MOTION 4 - ASSOCIATION PROJECT APEX CHILDREN’S CHALET (THE MAGIC 
CASTLE) – APEX CLUB OF BLACKTOWN 

 
Preamble/Introduction 

The Apex Children’s Chalet was built in 1979 and was built and paid for by Apexians 
from all over Australia. It was built in the year of the Child for Children. To our 
knowledge the only facility built in the year of the Child for Children. The Apex 
Children’s Chalet better known as the The Magic Castle has provided holidays and 
respite for nearly 40,000 Aussie  underprivileged Children that would otherwise not 
have the opportunity to have a holiday in the snow. The Magic Castle is a 3 storey 8 
bedrooms that holds up to 24 Children at any one time. The Magic Castle is under 
the trust of the Apex Foundation and looked after on a day to day by a small group 
of current and past Apexians that have dedicated a life time to the running of this 
Magical place. Many current Apex clubs and current members have been heavily 
involved in the maintenance and up keep of the Magic Castle. As you can 
understand it is in the middle of the NSW alpine region and the weather is extreme. 
When the Magic Castle was built Apex Australia had a membership of over  20,000 
with over 1000 clubs and many clubs would support by the way of funds and 
attending work parties and sending groups of Children to enjoy this magical place. 
As we all know Apex Australia has lost nearly 85% of its highest membership. This has 
had an effect on the amount of support it receives from Apex clubs.  

Strategies and how Apex Clubs can get involved  

It’s not all about funds more about getting to know that the Apex Magic Castle is 
there as a facility for all Aussie Children that need a break and to get away from the 
busy city life. Making a special memory in a child’s life and giving them opportunities 
to grow and experience something very special.   

• Apex clubs can sponsor groups or even take a group down   

• Apex clubs can hold a BBQ or Raffle to promote and help raise funds 

• Apex clubs can get involved by attending work parties at the Chalet  

• The Aim is to try and raise $1 for every Child that has attended the Magic 
Castle over the last 40 years - $40,000 for 40,000 Children over the last 40 
years. 

• Apex clubs can join the Apex Foundation 

• Apexians become aware of the assets and facilities that the Apex Foundation 
are in trust off with the Apex family 
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Costs to Clubs  

There is no cost to clubs they support the project the best way they see fit, 
awareness. 

An honour board will be displayed in the Chalet of all the Supporters, there will be 4 
levels of Sponsorship being Platinum, Gold, Silver and Bronze. 

Platinum Sponsor – Logo, name and message 

Gold Sponsor - Name and message 

Silver Sponsor - Name  

Bronze Sponsor - Name 

Apex Australia has 1250 members, to raise $40,000. 

That equals only $32 per member or $380 per Club. 

Keeping the Magic Alive! 

Motion: 

“THAT the Apex Clubs of Australia Raise awareness of the Apex Children’s 
Chalet (The Magic Castle) and helps raise funds, to go towards the ongoing 
up keep of the Chalet, for its 40th year in 2019 as the 2018/19 Association 
Project to Help Raise $40,000 for 40,000 Aussie Kids in the 40th Year”.  

LEGAL AND COMPLIANCE COMMENT: 
Delegate’s options are this project or no project. Projects run for a 12 month 
period and are voluntary participation by club. Simple Majority Required 

DIRECTION OF REGION: 
 
FOR      AGAINST     
 
 
 
 
 

COMMENTS FROM REGION: 

NOTES OF DISCUSSIONS: 
 
I VOTED: For / Against 
 
RESULT: Carried / Lost 
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MOTION 5 – APEX MENTORING – ALBURY APEX CLUB 
 
Preamble/Introduction 

Albury Apex Club has had a member write a mentoring program that has been put 
into practice and proven to work, (see attached). Dan Jackson is the author and is 
has designed the program in an easy step by step process to complete small 
projects or things on a larger scale. If a less-experienced Apexian tables an idea for 
their club it gives a more experienced member to become a “mentor” and 
supervise the project while passing on knowledge. 

The motion is to endorse the mentoring program at a National level and have it 
adopted as a part of all national Apex club and RC training.  However, Clubs could 
also, and would be encouraged to, access this independently at any time via the 
Apex Australia website.  The Apex Mentor package would be available for 
electronic download and distribution to club members who want to adopt it. The 
program has all the needed instructions and is easy to follow and understand. RC’s 
throughout Australia could use this to assist their regions and it may be talking point 
for an RC during a club visit. 

However, our main reason for suggesting this motion is simply that it works.  We 
believe it is essential to the longevity of Apex to have a proven program to pass on 
essential skills and knowledge to new members in a positive and structured way. 

 

Costs to Clubs:  

Nil – electronic information is already prepared and can be uploaded to the 
website and incorporated into existing national apex training packages 
immediately.  
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Motion:  
 
“THAT the Apex Clubs of Australia accept and endorse the Albury Apex 
Mentoring program and that it be incorporated into the Apex national training 
agenda and it be placed on the Apex Australia website as a resource for 
clubs”.  
 

 

Legal and Compliance Comment: 
Training resource - Simple Majority Required 

 

 

DIRECTION OF REGION: 
 
 
 
 
 
FOR      AGAINST     
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

COMMENTS FROM REGION: 

 

 

NOTES OF DISCUSSIONS: 
 
 
 
I VOTED: For / Against 
 
 
 
RESULT: Carried / Lost 
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MOTION 6 – APEX AUSTRALIA GUIDELINES ON DONATIONS TO INDIVIDUALS – 
FRASER COAST APEX CLUB 

 

Fraser Coast Apex Club have developed some Guidelines that may assist other 
Clubs when it comes to donations made to individuals, which seems to be a talking 
point in every Club at some stage. Remembering these are only Guidelines to assist 
Clubs, not a rule. 

 
Guidelines on Donations to Individuals  

The Association of Apex Clubs undertakes activities and fundraising efforts every 
year to build better communities. Throughout this process, monetary donations are 
often provided to support essential community services and assist those in need. At 
times clubs are approached by individuals seeking support for a variety of 
circumstances and needs, however care must be taken to ensure the legitimacy of 
such requests is determined and that the provision of any financial support is ethical, 
process (and not emotive) driven and an appropriate use of club money.  

The following guidelines provide the basis for which Apex Clubs can respond to 
requests, and subsequently provide support to individuals while ensuring the 
appropriate, ethical and lawful distribution of community funds.  

1. Individual Clubs should determine what level of financial risk they are 
prepared to accept in regards to donations to individuals and nominate a 
suitable amount that serves as a threshold. Clubs may also determine what 
circumstances would qualify for assistance that exceeds this threshold. The 
amount and qualifying circumstances for additional assistance should be 
included in the club's standing orders. It may be that a club can set aside its 
standing orders and that would need to be taken into account so that any 
new guideline on donations is not thwarted.  

2. When a request for financial support for an individual is received by the 
Club, it shall be formally documented as inwards correspondence and 
recorded in Dinner Meeting Minutes. It should also be documented whether 
they are seeking a monetary, material or in-kind donation.  

3. The Club should then investigate the legitimacy of the request by obtaining 
documented evidence of the circumstances surrounding the request. This 
documentation could include: 

• Additional evidence to support statements made by the individual 
making the request- these include verifying any references or letters of 
support, asking for a copy of any medical or other official reports 
relevant to the request. 

• Invoices where equipment needs to be purchased.  
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• If contributions have been requested and/or received from multiple 
entities, a breakdown on what funds have been donated and how 
these funds were, or plan to be, utilised  

4. Clubs should assess the conditions of the request to determine whether 
there are any legal ramifications associated with the donation. For example, if 
the request requires the club to be the ongoing bearer of money raised on 
behalf of an individual and to distribute the funds to the individual over an 
extended period of time, the club should consider whether the request is 
associated with an attempt to avoid taxation and/or financial reporting 
obligations. If the circumstances surrounding the request raises questions as to 
the legality of a potential donation, caution should be exercised and the club 
should seek legal advice and inform the National Board it has done so.  

5. As a general rule, clubs should ensure that any donation considered is 
consistent with Objects of the Association listed in the Constitution of the 
Association of Apex Clubs, in particular Sec. 4.2 (G) (i)-(v):  

To apply the income and/or assets of the Association:  

(i) to any purpose that the Commissioner of Taxation would consider as 
charitable for the purposes of obtaining income tax exemption;  

(ii) for the relief of poverty;  

(iii) in the promotion and development of medical and/or scientific 
services as is necessary for the relief of suffering and disability;  

(iV) in the promotion and development of international understanding 
and contact and welfare aid programmes by Australians with people 
of other nations;  

(v) in pursuit of charitable purposes  

6. Use discernment when assessing requests through online fundraising 
platforms (e.g. gofundme) as they have no obligation to verify the use of any 
funds raised (https://au.gofundme.com/terms).  

7. Clubs may consider alternative means of providing assistance when 
receiving requests for monetary donations to individuals. This could include 
the purchase of goods to be donated to the individual, making payments to 
service providers to deliver the assistance or service, or providing the means 
for other fundraising, such as the purchase of a raffle item. These alternative 
methods can assist in reducing financial and/or legal risk to clubs.  

8. Requests should be considered on a case by case basis. The agreed terms 
and conditions of the donation must be motioned and endorsed by the club 
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and the monetary or material donation transferred to the individual or service 
provider within a reasonable time frame.  

9. Following the donation, the club should make contact with the individual 
to obtain an update on how the donation has assisted their circumstances. 
Undertaking basic monitoring and evaluation enables clubs to measure the 
effectiveness of the contribution, identify opportunities for improvement from 
any lessons learned and continue to achieve our goal of Building Better 
Communities.  

These guidelines are voluntary for clubs and members to adopt, they are not 
compulsory. We submit these guidelines will be useful assistance to a club that has 
no set guidelines already. We also believe that these will also support clubs by 
providing a reason for a refusal (ie a request did not meet the national guidelines).  

Definitions  

• Monetary Donation to Individuals; cash, cheque or EFT to an individual and/or 
their personal bank account  

• Material Donation to Individuals; provision of goods to an individual  

 
Motion:  
 
“THAT the Apex Clubs of Australia accept the ‘Apex Australia Guidelines on 
Donations to Individuals’ to assist Clubs in making donations”. 
 

LEGAL AND COMPLIANCE COMMENT: 
Guideline only - Simple Majority Required 

 

DIRECTION OF REGION: 
FOR      AGAINST     
 
 
 
 
 

COMMENTS FROM REGION: 

NOTES OF DISCUSSIONS: 
 
I VOTED: For / Against 
 
RESULT: Carried / Lost 
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APPENDIX 001 - 2017 NATIONAL CONVENTION MINUTES 
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APPENDIX 002 – MENTORING PROGRAM 
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